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H1cHNEssE has fo great a share forbids me 
to diſpare of Your HiGfaNzsse's pardon for 
this great preſumption, or of Your favou- 
rable acceptance of this mean bur fincereſt 
Demonſtration of my being , 


MAD A M; 


Your Rovrar HicHNesseE's 


moſt humble and devated Servant , 


A FRrxEzeER. 


+" "Tothe right Worshipful , 


id - 


- the Fellovvship of 


MERCHANTS ADVENTURERS- 


f ENGLAND, 


Tn all the Places of their reftdence , and more 


by particularly to that Part of it refrdeing 


DOK T. 


RIGHT W ORSHIPFUL, 

| wt He uſual Apologie which is made 
3 by thoſe who are willing ' to ap» 
| F pear in print , but would not '# 
9 thought ſo ; is either the impor« 
> tunity of Friends, or the com- 
of Superiours. Nothing of all this 
was the.cauſe of publishing this Sermon. T 
-was neither importun'd to it by Friends, nor 
commanded by Superiours , nor was I deft. 
rous to be ſeen in print. But there were 
other more weighty reaſons which moved 
me toit, 'When'I was ſpoak to , preſently at- 
ter it was preached , by a very worthy and 
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* loyal perſon; to jet it be printed, I rejected ; F 
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ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCESSE 
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erROYAL HIGHNESSE 


PRINCESSE OF GREAT 


BRITAIN, AND Wo 


pt He defigne of 
to poſleſſe the 
+ ſties ſubj 
RY avy full 
nal » and Supreme 
keep them within 
and Allegiance ro 
Your ROYAL 
rious Father no 


<ps, 
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Prince , 


| H IGHNESSE hasfogreata Concern, and 
' the ſervice of the Crown, to which You are 


 fonearly related, and which oughttobe the 


ſtudie as it is the duty of everie true English- 


man, are the ſole ends both of preaching 


and publiching it, I have raken the confi- 


 dencein all humility to preſent it to Your 


Royal HicHNEesss not out of any 
opinion of its worth , bur as a teſtimonie 
of my loyalty and duriful affection ro my 
and of that profound veneration 
vyhich ſhave for thoſe divine Excellencies; 


_ vyherevvitch God hath abundantly enrich'd 


YourRoyar HiGcHNEesss, and vvhich 


exaCtthe utmoſt adoration thar can be paid 
by one mortal to another , and vvhereby 


You are raisd as much above others of an 


_ inferiour qualitie in the higheſt exaltation 
of evyerie vertue as You excel them in the. 


Fa High and Royal Dignity of Your Birth. 


This, MADAM, is the 1enſe of all the 


world that have but ſo much as heard of 


Your 


% 


Your RoyYar HIGHNEssE, and Yout 
exemplarie Pietie, and conſtant attendance 
upon the publick worship of God, and 
humble demeanour ar it , the regular and 
uninterrupted courſe of Your private Deva- 
tions , Your fincere affection to the Church 
of England; Your Princelie Chariry and Li- 
beraliry to the afflicted , Your great Humi- 
lity, Courtefie and Aﬀabiliry rovvards all, 
and vyhartever is admired by the beſt men, 
or can render a Perſon Excellent, and illu- 
ſtrious in rhe eyes of the yyorld , and vyhich 
 $hine forth every day more and more in 
Your RoyYar HiGHNESSE vvith a grea- 
ter luſtre ; all theſe shovv that the vyorld is 
not miſtabes3 in the high opinion-ir has of 
Your RoyAL HIGHNESSE, and thart all 
that can be ſaid of Your Vertues and Perfec- 
- tions vvil come far short of the truth : and 
thoſe ſtrangers vyho .have only heard of _ 
them by common report, yvhen they come 
to be never ſo little acquainted vyith the 
A 3 | truth 
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truth of things , will be as much confour- 
ded, as the Queen of Sheba was when $he 
came her ſelf and heard the wifdom of Soloman, 
and favv the glory of his Court, there vvill 
beno more ſpirit left in them. | 

All theſe divine Graces and Diſpofirions 
of the ſoul together with all other both mo- 
ral and intellectual Accomplishments, whe- 
ther natural or acquired thatare any vyhere 
to be found among mankind, being united 
- in Your Royar HicHNtesst, and joyn'd 
to the Beauties and PerfeCctians of a Bodie , 
fir for the Reception and Habirarion of ſo 
heavenly a Gueſt, vvith a carriage and de- 
portment compounded of Humiliry, Good- 
neſſe and Majeſtie, do at once qualifie Your 
Royar HicnNEesss for the higheſt 

lace in the Calendar of Saints, and to fill a 
| Throne vvithour any danger or diminution 
to the Brighrnefle of Your Innqcence. Thar 
Goodneſf: vyhich is ſo natural to all Your 
Auguſt Family, and of vvhich Your Royar. 
ww p HiGH- 


 neſle and careleſnefle of the drefle , and other 


the motion, as being conſcious of the mean- 


defects which tho they might paſſe well enough 
in the delivery, yet were unfit to come abroad 
in the world. But when I conſfider'd the 
many virulent Libels that have bin lately ſcat- 
ter'd abroad, and tranſlated into ſeveral lan- 


- guages, that the poyſon might have more room 


to diffuſe its malignity to the dishonour of God , 
the ſcandal of Chriſtianity , the defamation of 
the beſt of Kings , to = ſtirring up of re- 
bellion, and to the ſubverſion of all Govern-. 
ment, by men whoſe immoralities and offen- 
ces againſt God , and whoſe Treaſons againſt 
their Prince are of ſuch a prodigious magnitude 
that they deſpair ever of.obtaining pardon , ei- 
ther from the one or the other, and whoſe cti- 
mes of all ſorts, they are per{waded them- 


ſelves are ſo great alreadie , that they cannot be 


ſafe, but by attempting greater ; I thought I could 
not do a more acceptable piece of ſervice, at 
this junEture of time, to God , my Prince, and 
my native Country , than by publishing, a dif 
courſe, how mean ſoever , concerning the di- 
vine authority of Kings, the dignity and fa- 
crednefle of their Perſons, and the uncondi- 
tional obedience due to them from their Sub. 


B jects; 


jets; which three points (upon which the ſafe» 
ty of all Government depends ) are {o clear. 
ly proved and madel1o _ to every vulgar ca. 
pacitie, that none can have any reaſon to doubt 
of the truth and certainty of what is here aſſer. 
ted; and which I make no queſtion, but will 
leave ſuch an impreſſion of duty and loyalty 
upon the minds of all unprejudiced perſons, 
and who are not obſtinately reſolved to be de. 
ceived to their own deſtruction, as will hel 
to confirm all true Chriſtians and good Sub- 
jects in the honour and reſpe& which they have 
- for their Prince; and to recover it where it 
Has bin debauched , or corrupted by impious 
and anarchical Principles and Doctrines-of 
men , who by their frequent reſiſting the 
truth and the convi&tions of their own con- 
ſciences ſeem to be given over by God to ſtrong 
deluſions to believe. a lie, and to a reprobate 
mind to do thoſe things that are not conve- 
nient, being filled 27% 4 all unrighteouſneſs, 
and who (it is to be feard) have involved. 
themſelves in the fin againlt the Holy Gholt. 
'Thereis only one thing more which I shalt 
ad concerning the Original of Power , which 
is the firſt point that is handled in the en- 
ſueing diſcourſe ; that what ever right: the 
| | People 


» 


People have in the choice of their ownruler, 
in anelecive Kingdom, it can never be pro- 

ved that they came ſultly by it, * or that they * cum 

can reſume it into their own hands when ever _—_ 
they have once parted with it; but it is moſt ſuſfagi 
ce If CIc- 


certain they can proce to no ſuch right where {/87* 
the Crown is hereditarie and derived by a por, 


| & 1nſig- 
long and regular ſucceſhon for many Gene- ni1m- 
rations, and by immemorial preſcription in any It" ag 
one Familie , which is the ſtate of the English wwe 
Monarchie. . Woe | _— 
Upon theſe conſiderations I have thought ate- | 
fi blish this Ser d h fix Imports 
t tO Þu IS tN1S SJErIMmOon , An 14VC Pre Xt [mperis 
ES Conſor- 


your names before it , thereby to teſtife to 11% 
the vvorld your Eminent Loyaltie and Af- ingere: 


. . , i < Veſtre 
feftion vvhich you have alwaies shovved to qe , 
, Es 41] : 1nquit , 
your Prince, . and to ehcourage others to fol- pr vaſes 


lovv your example : and to give ſome demon- = 


ration of my gratitude for the particular obli- 


Hi me 


gations I have to your, Socictie , vvhich that mpe-- 


it may at length be reſtored (by the favour jr. 
el:gererrs, 


and clemencie of our 'molt Gracious Prince , 7;5;e. 


(whom God long preſerve) to its antient flou- er 
rishing condition, and may for ever continue id quad. 
in the ſame to the Glory of God , the Ho- =« »- 
| B 2 NOUT aww wn. 
wor quidem tinguam ſubditos quieſtere decet.: me vero utpote Imperatorem , Farr "Dre 
dam fit ſpectare. Sozora, Hiſt. Eccleſ, lib, 6, cap. 6. 


nour of the King , the Encreaſe of Trade, 
and the Renown of the English Nation, is the 
Prayer of, 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 


Tour Worships moſt faithful Servant , 


AUG. FREZE R, 


(1) 
p3- 
" DIVINE ORIGINAL 


and the 
SUPREME DIGNITY 
| | O FÞ 
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No defenſative againſt Death. 


PsaLM LXXXII. 6, 7,8. 7 have ſaid ye are Gods, 
- and-all of you children of the moſt High : But ye shall - 
'  . die like men, and fall like one of the Princes. CAriſe 0 
God judge the earth ,* for thau thalt inherit all Nations 


S. F a ſparrow which is ſold for leſſe than a 
= farthing, or (which is of lefſe conſidera- 
5% P22 tion thana ſparrow) if a hair of our heads 
RY) falls not to the ground without the direc- 
Z tion of our heayenly Father , then certain- 
| | ly thedeath of Kings, who are not only 
the Image of God after a more excellent manner than 
other men, but Gods themſelves , does not happen 
but by an extraordinary appointment , .and without 
being attended with a train of unuſual conſequences 1n 
relation to the peace and welfare not only of their own 


Subjects, but of all the Nations that are round about 


them. 
B 3 To 


2 7 

| To pulldownand to < , toplant and toroot up 
Kingdomes, or to remove the Crown from one Head 
to another. as 1t 1s a Prerogative which God has afſu- 
med to himſelf, ſo he never puts it in execution, but 
he gives ſome manifeſt tokens of his Kindneſle or his 
Diſpleaſureagainit a People. And therefore when ever 
ſuch changes come topafle, the minds of men are fill'd, 
(as it were by a Divine and ſupernatural inſtin&t) with 
different apprehenſions of fear or hope , of joy or ſor- 
row for theevent, in proportion to the Benefits they 
have enjoyed, or the Evils they have ſuffer'd under the 
former Government, and which they are like to ex- 

2& under that which ſucceeds. There was never any 

riace ſo wicked or cruel but the miſeries that have en- 
ſued upon his Death or Remoyal , either for the want 
of an heir , or by the excluſion of him to whom the 
Right of ſucceſſion did belong , have given the Subjects 
abundant reaſon to lament his lofſe. But the death of a 
Juſt, a Wiſe, and a Merciful Prince is a Lofle that is 
not to be valued, and can never be ſufhciently reſented, 
and ought to be lookt upon as an Argument that God is 
not very well pleaſed with that People who are more 
immediatly concernd init. The conſideration whereof 
ought to humble them under the mighty hand of God 
for thoſe fins which may have occaſion'd it, toſee if by 
any means they may prevent the evils which they have - 
reaſon to apprehend may be the effeCts of it. 

This ſeemes to be the caſe at preſent of that Nation to 
which we belong. It has pleafed God to deprive us 
of a King whoſe eminent Endowments gave him a juſt 
right toall thoſe titles which are uſually given either of 
courſe or out of compliment to other Princes. He 


might 


(3) | 

- might betruly tiled, as he was indeed, the Father of 
his Country, and the Nurſing Father of the Church 
amongſt us, and (which was his Antient and peculiar 
title) the Defender of the true Faith , and the 
 ProteCtor of all thoſe that were perſecuted for ir. 

Whoſe Clemency , Juſtice. Wiſdom, and all other 
Vertues and Qualifications neceſſary ina Prince, were 
ſufficient to have procured him the loveand veneration 
of the moſt ſavage and barbarous Nations, and which 
were juſtly admired by all thoſe Forreigners that ever 
had the Happineſle to converſe with him , and who VI 
underſtood how to ſetta right value upon thoſe Divine 
PerfeCtions that shined moſt conſpicuouſly in him , and 
which were not to be parallel'd by any other Prince in 
the whole world, ſo that it might truly be ſaid in rela- 
tion to him, what + Hiram King of Tyre ſaid of Solo- 2 cirm 
mon, becauſe the Lord loved his People , he made him © ** 
, King over them : and then the natural conſequence 
that can be drawn from the loſle of ſuch a Prince will 
be this, that becauſe God was angry with his people, 
therefore he hath taken hjm away from them : which is 
threatend by God, af 1salwaies verified either in the 
violent or immature death of all Princes in general , and 
much more in the death of a good Prince: for ſo Sa- : Sm. 
muel tells the People of Ifrael, that if they did wicked- ** *7- | 
ly they should not only be deſtroyed themſelves, but 
God would deſtroy , and take away their King for their : 
ſakes. And the Breath of our noſtrills , ſaid the Prophet £m. 4 
Jeremie, the Anointed of the Lord; us taken in their nets, *© 
or, as the Septuagint render it , # taken away for our ſins. 
So that it is plain: God is many times provoakt to de- 
' Prive a Nation of a good King for the _— 

1s 


his People , who do not deſerve any longer to en- 
joy the Benefits of his happy Government. And 
whether we have not deſerved ſuch a deprivation 
will not be hard to judge, if we refle&t upon the time 
paſt, and conſider how unthankfully we have abuſed 
our proſperity and all thoſe bleſſings which the Nation 
hasenjoyedever ſincethe happy Reſtoration of our late 
Soveraign of bleſſed memorie: and above all how his 
greateſt and moſt unwearied Endevours to preſerve the 
juſt Rights and Liberties of his Subjetts, and to main- 
taine « 4 Religion by Law eſtablish'd have bin aſpers'd 
with groundleſſe jealouſfies and ſuſpicions of Popery 
'and ainry Government. And would it not be juſt 
with God to deprive us with our King of all thoſe bleſ- 
ſings, and of that Government which have bin ſo shame- 
fully abuſed and traduced by us. Certainly if things 
fall out otherwiſe, it is more than we deſerve or can ex- 
&, eſpecially when we conſider the endevours that 
on bin us'd to exclude the lawful Heir, our preſent 
Soveraign, from that Right to the Succeſſion which 
God and Nature had given him; who is now ſeated in 
the Throne in ſpite of his and the Kingdom's enemies , 
and who has it in his power (if his approved and his in- 
ſuperable Goodneſſe and Generoſity would give him 
leave) to reſent and revenge the Wrongs that havebin 
don him. | 
- All theſe conſiderations may be ſufficient to let us ſee 
what reaſon vve have to be affected vvith a deep ſenſe of 
our ineſtimable loſſe,- and of our ingratitude and other 
ſins vyhich may have occaſion'd it, and likeyviſe of 


2 $4.1: our Duty for the time tocome. When Saul vyas ſlain 
32-18. yyho yyas none of the beſt Princes, David and the men 


chat 


. ———— — — ——  — 9% 08 * - 
SPARKLE C223, Wi ' PP 20M * ns a OTRD” "N _— 


EE (5) 
that were with him mournedand wept and faſted until 
even, and he compoſed a Lamentation over Saul, and 
commanded that the children of Ifrael should be taught 


it under the title of the Bow. And when King Joliah 2 &r. 
was ſlain, who was a good Prince, it isfaid , AU Ju. ** 


dah and Feruſalem mourned for Joſiah : and the Prophet Fe- 
remie lamented for him, and all the ſinging men and ſinging 
women ſpake of Joſiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
made them an Ordinance for ever. 

Tears and ſorrow and lamentation are a tribute to the 
law of Nature, and the Cuſtome of all Nations ſeem 
to exact for the death of our Friends, and Relations, 
and BenefaCctours, and then much more for the death 
of Kings , eſpecially of good Kings, whoare our Ct- 
vil Parents, and to whoſe proteCtion under God, we 
ow our lives, liberties, and our well-beeing : and it 
can hardly be ſuppoſed that they can have any true af- 
fection for his preſent Majeſty , who are unconcernd 
for the Death of our late Soveraigne, and who do not 
£4 ſome demonſtrations of their grief by the uſual and 

olemne exprellions of it. 

We cannot better expreſle the ſenſe we have of our 
ingratitude for the diefiigs we enjoyed under the Go- 
vernment of the late King , than by showing ourſelves 
more thankful and more duryful in our carriage to- 
wards this; which that we may be the better enabled to 
do, 1s the principal defigne of the words that I have 
made choice of upon this occaſion , which repreſent to 
us the high dignity, and yet mortal condition of Kings, 
and the dury of Subje&ts rowards them , 7 have ſaid ye 
are Gods, and all of you children of the moſt High: but ye 
Shall die like men , and fall like one of the Princes. CA- 

C 


riſe 


6 | 

riſe © God , judge the TD #4 thou shalt tuherit all N4 
F107. 

Inthe words may be obſerved three general ; 

E. Hereisthe chreniine given to Kings by the Holy 
| Ghoſt, | I have ſaid ye are Gods. 
4 EN HI. Here is the frailty of their condition, that they 
; ' areno moreexempted from the lawes of death and mor- 
| : eality then other men. 
[ f I1I. Here is the duty of Subjects to their Princes in 
by praying for them, implied inthe laſt verſe, Ariſe 5 
) | God , judge the earth , for thou shalt inherit all Nations. * 
| I. The firſt thing obſervable in the words, is the cha- 
| rater given to Kings and other ſupreme Powers by the 
= Holy Ghoſt which is that of Gods ; which implies or 
z | denotes three things. 1. The Original. 2. The high 
j | Dignity and Sacredneſle of their Office. And 3. the Be- 
b-. __ __nefitsof their Government. | 

xt. Kings are call'd Gods in reſpeC of the Original 

of their Power , which is from God. "This appears both 
-; from the expreſle teſtimony of Scripture, and the ac- 
. | count which is there given of the original of all Govern- 
* ment, that it was immediately from God and Nature, 
| and that for the forme, it was Monarchical. 
$f = I. It isplaine from the expreſſe teſtimony of Scrip- 
Fe ture both of the Old and New Teſtament , that the 
$: [ Power of Kings is originally from God: By me Kings 

raigne, faids God himfelf by the mouth of the wiſeft 
. King, and Princes decree juſtice, Prov.$: 15. And the 

Apoſtle St. Paul ſpeaking of the higher Powers, and 

theſe Powers in thoſe dayes were Kings or fingle Per. 
ſons, faids, There is no Power but of God, and the Powers 
that are, are ordained of God , and to reſiſt the Power is to re- 
if 


RY -- 


7 
ſoft the ordinance of God , MED! 3: 1. Indeed the Apoſtle 
| Sr. Peter ſeemes to contradict this, when he calls the * 7 2: 
| —Powerof Magiſtratesa humaneordinance , Submitt your ** 
« | » ſelves toevery ordinance of man for the Lords ſake ; but this «tn; «. J 
is to be underſtood only in reſpe& of the Subject F-=m» 
wherein this Power is lodg'd, which 1s man, becauſe + ax 
| it 1s exerciſed by man , but not in reſpe& of the original citur hu- 
or the fountain of it, which is God only : and this will 746 
| further appear. juris hu- 
II. From the account which the Scripture gives of ,7; / 
the original and firſt form of all Government which mines 
was that of Kings, and that it was from God. In the —_— 
very beginning of the world, as ſoon as there were men res, {ed 
init, there was a power exerciſed by Fathers over their = 
children, and an obedience and ſubjection due from pats +> 
children towards their Parents, and this power which homini- 
Parents naturally had over their children extended to RE 
' lifeanddeath; and was the ſame which the Magiſtrate nc excr- 
now exerciſeth over his Subjects , as appears by that Ne viaga 
law given to the Sons of Noah, Geneſ. 9: 6. Whoſo shed- hominis 
deth mans blood by man 5hall his blood be shed: which ſynec- parrol 
dochically includes all the other parts of the regal Po- Hance 
wer according to that of the Apoſtle, where he faids caftigt 
that the Magiſtrate beareth not the ſword in vaine. This —__ 
power which was firſt confind to ſingle families, and' 14- & 
to the fathers of cach family came by degrees after- jm. 
wards to be enlarged over many families; and at laſt qt col- 
over Cities and whole Nations, either by the right of {© 
Primogeniture and inheritance, or as the head of each <<. 
family pleaſd to diſpoſe of his Dominions toone or 2; 
more of his children, or for want of children to others, lam. 
or by the immediate appointment of God: and in pro- 
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ceſſe of 'time by the night of FRE” where the warre 
was juſt ; whichare the only wayes approved of by God 
whereby power or dominion over others has bin preſer- 

ved; orcan belegally acquired in the world. 
| Aﬀeer the Flood we know Noah was the Supreme 
Lord and Governour of the whole World, which he 
divided among his three Sons, Sem, Ham and Japhet, 
and the poſterity of each of theſe which muſt have bin 
very numerous , while they themſelves were liveing , 
ſeeing they lived ſeveral hundreds of years , were of ne- 
ceſlity and by the law of natureſubjeCt to the heads of 
their families, and when theſe died they divided that 
part of the world which had bin given them by their fa- 
ther among as many of their ſons and grandſons as they 
thought fit; and theſe again did the like to their chil- 
\ dren; hence it cameto paſſe that in the land of Canaan 
_ which was poſleſs'd by the poſterity of Ham, ths it be- 
long'd by the right hbanace tothoſe of Sem, each 
City was governd by a particular Monarch, and the 
ſame was don in thoſe other parts of the world , which 
remaind to Semand Japhet, when they died they divi- 
ded their Dominions among as many of their children as 
they thought fit,allotting uſually the greateſt share with 
the Prieftiood to the firſt born , except there was ſome 
extraordinary reaſon for doing otherwiſe , which was 
likewiſe preached by their Succeſſours : ſo that the peo- 
ple had nothing to fay for many ages in the choice of 
their rulers , but they were to be content and to reſt ſatiſ- 
fied in thoſe whom God and the right of Succeſſion , or 
the will of the preſent Governour had or should ſett over 
them : and i this 'order which had bur eſtablishd 
by God from the beginning , was broakenand nyo 
began 
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began to rebel againſt their Princes and Superiours, 
then the confuſions that followed made way for the in- 
troduceing of tyranny, and of all the ſeveral formes of 
Government , diſtin from Monarchy , that thereare 
in the world: there being hardly any Commonwealth 


now in being or ever was, (except where the Prince has. 


part with his right, or where the Government has de- 
volyed upon the people for want of a Succeſſour) which 
has not bin founded 1n rebellion and built upon the rui- 
nes of Monarchie and therefore whatever power the 
people any where exerciſe under any form of Govern- 
ment (except in the caſes above mention'd) in the de- 
ſignation and choice of their ſupreme Magiſtrate, has 
bin acquired merely by violence and uſurpation. 

And agreeable to the Scripture is the account which 
has bin given by Heathen Writers of the firſt forme of 


Government, which all unanimouſly agree to have bin that 


of Kings. Omnes antique gentes Regibus quondam parueriunt y |, 


ſaies Cicero: All nations of old times were ſubjeCt to 
Kings , and ſo faies Halicarnaſſeus of all the Cities 
of Grece , that they were antiently under Kings, 
and-ſo ſay Juſtin , Tacitus and all that ever writt 
of the original of any people , and of their Govern- 
ment. Indeed (4) Cicero and (6) Juſtin pretend , 
and others have taken it upon their bare word, that 
this kind of Government owes its original to the peo- 
ple's choice : 20d genus Imperii (ſaies Cicero) ad homi- 
nes juſtiſſimos & ſaptentiſſimos deferebatur : that it was con- 
ferred upon thoſe who were obſerved to be the moſt juſt 
and wiſe among the people: Et ſpettata inter bonos modes 
ratio (fates Juſtin) Reges ad hoc faſtigium Majeſtatis prove- 
hebat , an approved mederationand diſcretion was that 
== " which 


(4) 
c leg. 
b. 3-1. 
(6) 
Lib. t. 
977 pr im 


cip. 
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which raiſed Kings to their height of Majeſty. But 
this a mere ſuppoſition without any manner of proof, 
nor is it capable of any unleſſe it be borrowed from 
Ovids Metamorphoſis, and that it can be proved there 
hasever bin a people who have had no Parents, bur ei- 
ther ſprung our of the ground, like thoſe who came 
from the blood of the Giants, or the teeth of the Dra- 
gon, and theſe indeed might be all Levellers or fifth ' 
Monarchy men naturally : orelſe that the firſt founders 
of all: nations dropt down from heaven immediatly and 
fo formed themſelves into a Society , and pitcht upon 
kingly Government, asſuppoſeing it the beſt and fit- 
teſt to atrain the ends they propoſed to themſelves by 
it. Bur it is not very ſtrange thar they should all light 
upon one and the ſame form of Government, and that 
this form.should be Monarchical ? Beſides, if all power 
were originally in the people, and that naturally they 
areat liberty to chuſe their own form of Government , 
. 35 it not very ſtrange = Should not be ſenſible of it ? 
Was ever any principle of nature fo univerſally depra- 
vedand obliterated out of mens minds that they should 
never take norice of fucha thing , which ts ſo much (as 
is pretended) their intereſt ? except only at ſuch rimes 
when it is buzz'd into their heads by ambitious and de- 
ſigning men, who cajole the ſenſeleſſe multitude into 
2 fooles Paradiſe, by telling them ſtrange ſtories and 
chimera's of power and _ , till they have gott their 
turnes ſerved by them, and then all the fronts | of theſe 
r Drudges art laſt, is to be condemn'd to the baſeſt 

ſervitude under the worſt of Tyrants. 
But the conſequences of ſuch a ſuppoſition areſufh- 
cient toshow the folly and unreaſonableneſle of it. - 
(S 


(11 
the people wereat libert C toalter the Government the 
live under at their pleaſure (for it 1s certain there will 
never want a ſufficient cauſe if they muſt be the judges) 
what a bleſſed world Should we have ? uſt as it was 


Fs when the Government was ſnbvested UPOR the very fa. 


me principles in the time of the late rebellion , when 
every Shopkeeper ſett up for a Polititian , and thought 
himſelf wiſe enough to reform the Church, and to go- 
vern the Kingdom. This is one of Solomons grievous ' 
evils and not to be born , and for which the earthis diſ- 
quieted, for a fervant when he raigneth , Prov. 30: 22. 
or when ſervants are ſeen upon horſes, and Princes 
walking as ſervants upon the earth , Eceleſ. 10; 7. But I 
have proved out of the Holy Scripture beyond all rea- 
fonable contradiction, that there never was , no nor 
could be any ſuch thing as a free people in nature, Or 4 
people that were naturally at liberty to chooſe their own 
- Government: but that they had a Government unpo- 
fed upon them by God, and that this Government was 
firſt paternal, and then regal or Monarchical. And if 
| you deſire to be yet more fully ſatisfied concerning the 

lefſed original of that form of Government ( which 
ſome people are ſo mad after, and which they deſerve * 
to be plagued with for their ingratitude) call'd a Com- 
monwealth, Solomon (who knew as well the firſt be- 
ginnings of all Government, as Junius Brutus, Plato 
redivivus, and others of the ſame tribe) will inform 
you. For the iniquity of a land, ſaids that wiſe King , 
many are the Princes thereof. It is for the ſins of a people 
when God deprives them of their Government by a 1in- 
gle perſon , and ſetts up many to rule over them, 
Prov. 28: 2. | | | 

But 


(12 | 
Thom But tho kingly Governnient be the moſt antient 
= form, and was 1inftiruted by God himſelf, yet this is 


mus 
dandi not intended to prejudice or condemne all other farmes 
1. Chatarenow eſtablishd'in the world: tho God may ap- 


que Ica- 


perii po- "Prove of ſuch- changes after they have bin brought ro 
celtem 4 ſettlement/and perfeCtion, yet that will not excuſe 


nift vero 
Deo. Ille-thoſe who were the firſt authours and promoters of 


uns them. Inall formes of Government there is a ſupreme 
rus Deus: , by ; 
quines Authority, which Authority is derived from God alone, 


judicio "and in that reſpect is the ordinance of God, and exatts 
nec adju- . fi ll . . . 

torio de- an obedience , from all thatare under it, and if it abu- 
ſcrit ge- ſes its power, 18 accountable only to God , and there- 
' anum , fore they that reſiſt the Power reſiſt God, or the ordi- 
velie & nance of God , and they that reſiſt shall receive to them- 
9. {elves damnation. And toall theſe ſupreme Powers as 


uanrum X 6 
voluir well as to Kings, (tho to theſe laſt after a more emi- 


* Roma- gent manner, and among theſe to the + evil as well as 


nis R 


oum de- tothe good , to Heathens as well as Chriftians) it may 
dit. Wi beſaid, Teare Gods. And if God himſelf be pleas'd to 
Friis, ſay , They are Gods , and all of them children of the moſt 
_ veletiam Fggh, (which- is their patent under the great ſeal of 
_ Peri: Heaven) what do we think? Isit not blaſphemy and 
r.0, iple a contradiction to ſay , They are the creatures and off- 


C219 .  ſpringof the people? The inference or uſe that I deſigne 


 Czlari: 


qui Au- To draw from this doctrine 1s this, thatas they who con- 
| gu, rendthatall poweris derived from the People, would 
| Neroni , conclude from thence, that the people may call their 
qui.Veb- Governours to an account,or remove them at their plea- 
| tparct, APE3* he form of G r(elf, ſo byth 
el-parci, fure3- or alter the form of Government itſelf, ſo by the 
vel tlio ſame way of argueing , if the power of Kings and other 


fdi- 

| _ Jaw ſupreme 
cratori- : ; 

bus , ipſe & Doraitiano crudeliſſimo , & ne per fingulos ire neceſle fir, qui Conftantino 


Chriſtiane , ipſc Apoſtatz Juliano , &c. AAngwuſiin, de Croit. Det , lib. 5. cap. 21» 


] 
' 
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ſupreme Magiſtrates be from God, as undoubtable it 


is, thenitis Godonly, whoſe Miniſters they are, that 
can call them to an account, and punish them for the 
negleCt of their duty , which will further more clearly 
appear in the ſecond thing implied in the character here 
given to Kings, which is the high Dignity and Sacred- 
neſſe of their Office. 

2. As thedifferent degrees & qualities of men which 
there are in the world, whereby one man is reputed more 
honourable than another , and which commands an aw 


anda reſpect from their inferiours , proceed either from 


names and titles of honour, conferr'd by the favour of 
the Prince, whois the fountain of honour, or elſe deri- 
ved to them from the dignity of their birth : ſo God 1s 
pleas'd to ſignify the ſupreme honour and c_ 
which belongs to Kings and the moſt profound reſpe 

and deference which 1s to be paid to them, by giveing 
them his own name, and owning them for his ſons, in 
a higher degree and upon a more noble account of 


power and dominion than other mortals, in which reſ- 
pet they may be ſaid tobeina _ and a more hum- 


ble , what is ſpoaken of the natural Son of God in a ſtrict xeb.:: 3: 


and more lofty ſenſe , the brightneſſe of the glorie of God , and 
the expreſſe image of his Perſon. All the wit of men & An- 
gels could never have found out ſo fit a title toexpreſle 
the excellency of dignity and the excellency of power, which was 
formerly the Prerogative of the firſt borne, and is now 
the Prerogative of Kings, & to command the higheſt 
aw and reverence which is due'to their perſons, than 
that of Gods , nor durſt any mortal have bin ſo bold as 
to have conferr'd it upon them , if God himſelf had 
not. Hence 1t 1s that God has declared their Perſons to 
D be 


. pnotthe King no not in thy thouzt. 


- obſerve, when they have had the greate 


I4 
be ſacred & inviolable , £ = we ſpeak of them we 
are taught to fay , his ſacred Majeſty, which is a Title 
that belongs to them by vertue of their Othce & Com- 
miſſion: & he has built a hedge about them , & has threa- 
tend, as heoncedid 1n relation to the holy mounr, that 
whoever touches them $hall die. And this fear, and 
aw , & reverence which the Kings of King would have 
to be paid his Vice-gerents by inferiour mortals , is 
intended to lay a reſtraint not only upon mens outward 
Actions, but hikewiſe upon their words, & upon their 
moſt ſecret thoughts. (a) Touch not mine anointed ({aies 
God) & do my Prophets no harm , & (b) thou shall not revile 
the Gods nor ſpeake evil of the Ruler of my people. And (Cc) curſe 
Andall this holy men of 
God 1nall ages have thought it their _ religiouſly to 

Provocations 
& the moſt plauſible pretences to att otherwiſe. If it had 
bin lawful upon any pretence what ſoever for ſubjects to 
lift up their hands againſt their lawful ſoveraignes , Da- 
vid of all men that ever lived had the faireſt plea forit. 
He had often ventured his life in the ſervice of his Prin- 
ce & Country : he had fought ſeverall battles with the 
greateſt ſucceſſe, when the glory of the ViE&tory had bin 
owing to his ſingle courage» & condutt, & when his on- 
ly crime was, that the peoplewere ſenſible of his merits, 
& ſung in their dances, Saw hath ſlain his thouſands , & Da-. 
wid his ten thouſands. For this he falls from his Princes 
favour, & no means or endeavours left unattempted to 
take away his life. And then ad to all theſe provoca- 


tions that he was anointed King himſelf, & fo might 


ſeem to be diſcharged from any bonds of duty or alle- 
giance. Nay further providence it ſelf ſeemed to fayour 
the 


Z 
the lawfullnefſe of his — » and reſiſtance by 
giveing him ſeveral oportunities at once of freeing him- 
ſelf from his enemy and of aſcending the throne, which 
wereall ſo many temptations of Gods ſending on purpo- 
ſe to exerciſe and make glorious the vertues of his fer- 
vant., and torecommend him toall poſterity to the end 
of the world as an example of the moſt invincible pa- 
tience, ſubmiſſion, & loyalty to his lawfull (tho an 
unthankful & wicked ) Prince: asappears by his beha- 
viour under all the above mentiond circumſtances. He 
does but cut of the skirt of Sauls garment & his heart 
preſently ſmites him for it. And when the men that we- 
re with him would have had him to have killd Saul, he 
condemnes the motion as utterly unlawful & tells 
them, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto my 
maſter the Lords anomted to ſtretch forth mine hand again#t 
him ſeeing he is the Lords anointed. And at another time 
when Saul and thoſe that were with him were fallen into 
a dead {ſleep from the Lord , and Abishai deſired Da- 
vids permiſſion to ſmite him with his ſpear , that he 
would not need to make a ſecond thruſt at him : David 
ſtrictly commands him not to do it , Deſtroy him not , 
for who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords anointed & 
be guilileſſe: and then he calls to Abner Sauls General, and 
upbraids him for his negligence that he did not take mo- 
re care of his maſter. And what did the Amalekite gett 


for his news that he was the man who had ſlain Saul 2 


After David had teſtified his grief & his abhorrence of 
the fait, commands the meſſenger to be put to death, 
becauſe his own mduth had teſtified againſt him , ſaying I have 
ſlain the Lords anointed. 

And what was thus taught and praQticed 
D 2 


concerning 
the 


I Saw. 
24: 5, 6- 


I Sam. 
26: 9. 
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the reverence due to Kings , & the unlawfulneſle of of. 
fering any violence to their perſons, in the Old Teſta- 
ment, hag bin likewiſe taught and practiced by our Sa- 

. viourand his Apoſtles in the New , and by the Church 

15: 74- of Chriſt for * 600. years at leaſt fucceſlively without 

or Dodloy ; R Y 

Dwbir,- Any difſent or interruptions. Render unto Ceſar ( ſaics 

kb.z. our Saviour) the things. that are Czſars: & when he could 

P315+ have commanded more than 12. Legions of Angels to 
have come to his reſcue , if he had thought reſiſtance 
lawful, he patiently ſubmits, and acknowledges that 

| Fean.r9. Pilate thoa Condi had his power from God. What 

need I tell you of the Theban Legion ſo renowned in the 


Hiſtory of the Church, under Maximianus the Empe- 


rour, who ſufferd themſelves every man of them to be 
cut in pieces, rather thanto ſacrifice to Idols? None of 
them offering,in that great advantage which they had of 
number, ſo muchas toliftup his hand , except it was 
in prayertoGod, and allthis (it is ſaid) they did ac- 
cording tothe Do&trine of Saint Paul : and for the car- 
riage of the Chriſtians under the Apoſtate Julian , 
who ſtudied all the wayes 1maginable to extirpate 
Chriſtianity out of the world , tho his Armie conſiſted 
moſt of Chriſtians, yet they had armes for him , bur 
none againſt him, and who by their Prayers & tears: 
( the only armes allowed a _ Chriſtian in ſuch ca- 
ſes) diverted many of his damnable counſels & de- 
ſignes. 

The Chriſtians of thoſe times had not yet learnt 
to fight for their Religion , or to enter into Co- 
venants and Aſſociations for the defence of it , or 
rather under the pretence of Religion to gratify their 
revenge , covetouſneſle , or ambition. They yer 

E 


- 


Þ 


(17) ; 
the (a) Bishops of Rome that firſt taught ſubjeCts (- "ey 


Sancto- 


to rebel againſt their Princes. And from them (b),,,, 


others who profeſſe to be of another Communion Toes - 
CENOTrum 


have taken up the ſame doCtrine and practices , and... 
juſtify (tho upon different principles) the lawful- rencntes, 
neſſe of excommunicateing , depoſeing , and of de-©%* 4 


. . . . * © . excoim- 
ſtroying their Princes, and of difinheriting the right munica- 
Heir, to preſerve their Religion, asif God could not *is fdcli- 


R p . tare aut 
or would not take care of his Church without their Gc:a- 


wickedneſle , who think it (c) /awful and meritorious mento 


: , ſtri- 
z0 do evil that good may come of it , whoſe damnation # 5; fan 


juſt. How far ſuch perſons are from being Saints, (and yoo 


et they would be thought to be the only Saints) what, ice 
Path bin already ſaid may be ſufficient to fatisfy any con- 2 jura- 


. . mento 
ſidering perſon; and will further appear from what the 7: 


Apoſtles every where inculcate concerning the Duty we vimus, 


ow to Kings and other ſupreme Powers ,. that it is not <© *- 
gar. Vt. 


only unlawful toreſiſt , and that for conſciences fake as*;. ,. c. 


well as for wrath or for fear of punishment , but that it 4 om 
 isnot lawful to ſpeakevilofthem; and it is made the {;,77/ 
charaCter of (4) thoſe whoſe judgement of a long time lingreth picenſ. 


110t, and whoſe damnation ſlumbreth not, that they are preſump- _ 


t#uous, (e) ſelf willed, and are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities: (mqur) 
whereas CAngels that are greater in power and might bring oy 
210 a railing accuſation againſt them before the Lord. Nay Mi- ne ipfi 
| D 3 chae] Tuamdiu 
EXcom- 
munica- 
tus eſt ſeryiant prohibeto. Zr im Decretal. de Hereticgs., £4p. 16, Abſolutos ſe noverine 
a debito fidelitatis Domini & rotius obſequii -quicunque laplis manifeſte in herein ali- 
quo pacto quacunque firmitate vallato ws. nu obſtrifti. Of the effects of this dodtrme 
Fo che whe rars'd againſt Henry IV. and his depoſition and impriſonment by bis own 
Sor , at the inſtigation of Pope Greg. VII. Urban 11. and Paſchal 1]. ſee an account in Hadr. 
Sarav- de Imper. Auth. lib. 3. cap. 42. &c. Balzus in vit. Greg. VII. &. (6) Vid. Ju- 
dictum & Decretum Univerſ. Oxon. Julii 21. 1683. contra quoſdam pernicioſos libros 
& Propolitiones impias , &6 (c) Rom. 3: 8. (4) Rom.13, (c) 1 Pet. 2. 


| (18 
chael the Archangel would os. bring 4 railing _—_—_ fb 
gainſt the Devil, but only ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee , be- 
cauſe he had once bin a ſpirit of a ſuperiour order. From 
all which my deſigne is to poſſefſe you with ſuch dutiful 
and awful apprehenſions of Kings, and eſpecially of 
Him whoſe natural born ſubjects you are, fo as not to 
ſpeake, or ſo much as tothink, and then, much leſſe 
to att any evil againſt him, which the very title that 
God beſtowes on them in the words does imply and re- 
quire of you. | | 
3. Thethirdand laſt thing implied in the charaQter 
of Gods here given to Kings by the Holy Ghoſt, is the 
benefits of their Government. 
As in God weliveand moveand have our beeing , ſo 
next under God we ow the ſafety and preſervation of 
_ ourhlives, our liberties, our eſtates, and all the bleſlings 
- weenjoy, together with the free exerciſe of our Rel.. 
gion to the prote&ion and good Government of wiſe 
and religious Princes. Upon which account moſt of 
the titles that are given to Kings by the Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture are taken from their great uſefulneſſe to the 
publick. oP are call'd the breath of our noſtrils, to de- 
note the neceſſary dependance which the welfare of the 
Subje&s has upon their ſafety and preſervation. The 
 phraſeis borrowed from Geneſ? 2: 7. where God when he 
created man is ſaid to have breath'd into his noſtrils the 
breath of life, and ſo man becamea liveing ſoul ; which 
expreſſion as it denotes the original of their power that 
it is from God, ſolikewiſe the benefits of their Govern- 
ment , that as the natural body without the ſoul and ſpi- 
rit is dead, fo the body politick without the Prince 
whois the civil head 1s dead alſo, The NY the 
OUNs 
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fountaine of life, and of all the operations of the ſoul, 
and communicates life and vigour through the whole 
body , andto every member of it. There is another 
tranſlation which readers the phraſe inſtead of ſpirits 
»arium the breath of our noſtrils, lumen faciei the light 
of our countenance which is of the ſame importance 
with the former, and intimates to us, that as the ſun 


and other celeſtial bodies by their light and gentle in- 


fluences impregnate the earth, and revive the drooping 
face of nature, after their winters abſence at the re- 
turne and revolution of the year and ſpring ; ſo the 
Prince like the Sun in the firmament of his glory diffu- 
ſes the enlivening beames of his majeſty, to all thoſe 
who are under the influences of his Government: as the 
Pſalmiſt expreſſes the dependance of the creatures upon 
God, Thou hideſt away thy face, they are troubled, thou 
zakeſt away their breath , they die, and return to their duſt. 
For the ſame reaſon likewiſe of the great uſefulneſſe 
and neceſlity of Kings and ſupreme Governours to pre- 
ſerve the peace and welfare of their people, they are 


Pfal. 


104: 29. 


call'd, the shzelds, the barres, the foundations , and the. 7ſal. 47: 
healers of aland, as without whom it 1s impoſlibleany 7, _. 
nation could be ſupported or preſerved from certaine 9. 
ruine and deſtruction either by forreigne invaſions or in- 2/4: 
teſtine commotions. And therefore it was no comple- If. 3: 
ment which the men of David paſt upon him , when 7: 
they told him , Thou art worth ten thouſand of us , in rel- 2 $:m. 
pect of the loſſe which the Kingdom was like to ſuffer if **: 3: 


he was taken away. And when hewas in danger of lo- 


ſeing his life by one of the Sons of the Giant, and was 
reſcued by Abishai 


his Siſters Son 5 AU the men of Da- 2 Sam. 


wid come to him, and he to him, ſaying, Thou shalt no*© 7 


more 


20 
more 20 out with ws to battle, that thou quench not the light of 
Iſrael. | 
x ” Norare weto think that all theſe appellations belong 
only to good Kings, tho to thoſe 1n a more eſpecial 
manner, butevento the worſt that ever raignegd , if we 
compare the benefits of a bad Government, with the 
miſeries of anarchy and confuſion; of which the ſtate 
of Rome under Nero, and immediately after his death, 
15an example beyond all exception, there being more 
blood of the citizens ſpilt in a few months after Nero 
was kilPd, than there had bin in all the fourteen years 
of his raigne. And therefore there cannot a more dread- 
tRege ful judgment befal a people than to be left + without a 
109g . Head, tho, he be never fo wicked or cruel; and for 
omnibus EVELy one to be at liberty to do that which is right 1n 
"=, - his owneyes: forthen the weak will certainly become 
perefi- aprey tothe ſtrong, and inſtead of one Tyrant, there 
cx Willbeathouſand: which was ſometimes the unhappy 
Ger condition of the Jewish Commonwealth, as 1s obſer- 
| ved 7ad.'17: 6. andin other places of that book. 1» thoſe 
dayes there was no King in Iſrael , and every one did that which 
w4s right in his own eyes. And ſol proceed to the ſecond 
thing to be conſfider'd in the words, viz. the frail con- 
dition of Kings, notwithſtanding all their great Prero- 
gatives above other men, they are ſubject to the ſame 
common lawes of death and mortality with the reſt of 
mankind. 7 have ſaid ye are Gods , and all of you children 
of the moſt High , but ye shall die like men, and fall like one 
of the Princes. Ge 
II. Tho Kings are Gods, yet they are but mortal 
Gods : they arecall'd fo in reſpe&t of their Office, and 
not of their nature, which 1s the ſame with other mens, 
| COM- 
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compounded of the hs perishable materials, and as 
liable to the ſtroake of deathas the meaneſt of their ſub- 
jects, andin ſome reſpets may be ſaid to be more mor- 
tal. They have more enemies, andareexpoled to grea- 
ter dangers than private perſons. The Hiſtories of all 
nations abound withexamples of Princes who have loſt 
their lives either in forreigne warres or by the treachery 
of their own ſubjects. ' | 
In the Sacred Story how many of the Kings of Iſrael 
and [Judah do we read of that dieda violent death, as 
Saul , Ahab , Joram , Ahaziah , Amaziah, Joſiah, 
and many others, and among thoſe ſome that were ex- 
cellent Princes, as the twolaſt mention'd, ſuch as in 
the ſtile of the Holy Ghoſt , did that which was right- 
intheſight of the Lord, and yet as David ſpeakes in re- 
lation to Saul without ſome admiration at the wonder- 
ful providence of God in ſuffering ſuch things to hap- 
pen, all theſe fell by the ſword, as if they had not bir 


anointed with oyle. gor,Serm. 


In the Roman Hiſtory it is to obſerved that of the 


_— Emperours between Julius Czfar and Conſtan- ?4 2 


tine the Great there were but ten that died in their beds, 
and of theſe that did, not one but wasendanger'd by 


more then one conſpiracy. And the ſame might beob- rd. e- 


ſerved, tho perhaps not 1n ſo great a proportion , from 
the Hiſtories of our own and other nations, of which 
we have a fad inſtance, yet fresh in the memories of 
ſomeof you who now hear me, I mean the Murder of 
that gncomparable Prince King Charles the Martyr, 
of glorious and immortal memory. 

But tho Princes may ſometimes eſcape a violent yet 
they muſt certainly yeeld at laſt to a natural death. 
| E Whats 
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| Whars becomeof all thoſe mighty Monarchs of the Af. 
ian, the Perſian, the Grecian , and Roman Empi-. 

res, they who ſfubducd nations, and obtained the name 

of great gerours, and madethe inhabitants of 

the earth the fearof them. All theirglory, |! * 

and their numerousarmies were notable co ſecure them 


fromthe ftroak of death. St | 
But what need we go any further for an example that 
Kings are mortal , death of our late moſt gra- 


cious Soveraigne: of bleſſed memory. If power, if 
greatneſſe, nay if goodnelle it {elf, Sas Bowe cad 
the prayers of has ſubje&s could have preſerved him 
alive , we had till ery the benefits of his happy 
raign over us, but we did not know how to value the 
blefling of haverng ſuch an excellent Prince , and there- 
fore it was but fitand juſt for God todeprive us of him. 
-- or of the mean, of the honourable or of the vile, of + , 
good Princes or of Tyrants, but Crownes and Sceptres 
muſt give way as well as the ſpade and marrock , and be 


Geneſ, 3; AU inonecommon heap. For they were 
19 aulltaken out of the ſamerarth; and duft they are, and unto 


But this is ophaina truch confirm'd by the univerſal 
experience of all Nations that Kings mutt die like other 
men , that none can makeanydoubr of it, and there- 
fore it may ſeem necedleſſe roinſift or to put any extraor- 
dinary remark wpon &. Burir is not for nothing that 
the HolyGholt in the words takes fach particular no- 
tice of it ; for tho nothing be more certain, nor can they 
bei mt of it themſelves, that Kings and Princes 
mole, as well asothermen , yetthey are apt to. for. 
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get it , and have moreneed to be put in mind of it than 
others. The glories of their ſtate y the adorations which 
are paid them , the humble addreſſes and ſupplications 
that are madetothem, their great and unaccountable 
' power, and the flatteries of thoſe that are continually t 
about theny, do commonly blow them up into a vain ;. uf 
and foolish opinion of themlelyes , that they begin to £2*/-. 
think, they are ſomething more than other men; and —_ 
ſome have bin ſo vain as to believe themſelves to be Numioi 
Gods indeed, and have commanded that divine ho- 2 2*- 
nours Should be given them by their ſubje&s. Alexan- [25g ol 
der's great ſuccelle and victories made him forget him- {<< 
ſelf , and to difown his true Father , but he muſt be ci; 
call'd the Son of Jupiter Hammon, and would rather 74s ho- 
bring a ſcandal upon his Mother (which * shereſents in gw, 
a letter to him) than not have the reputation of being c. 
deſcended froma God, and to be thought a God him- ,,777., 
ſelf. Some ſuch lofty thoughts Nebuchadnezzar muſt == 
bave had of himſelf, when he walkt in the Palace of 7" 
the Kingdome of Babylon , and diſcourſed thus to him. 
ſelf: 15 mot this great Babylon that I have made far the houſe Dan. 4: 
of the Kingdome , by the might of my pawer , and for the hg. ** 
our of my majeſty? And had not Herod the ſame extra- 
vagant opinion of himſelf, when he was arayed in his - 
royal Apparel, and was fate upon his Throne , and 
madean oration to the people, and they gave a shout, 
ſaying, 1t # the voice of a God and not of «wan. And did 49. 12: 
not the event show that he was well pleas'd with the ac- ** 
clamation , for immediately the Angel of the Lord 
{mote him, becauſe he gave not God the glory, and he was 
Eaten up of Wormes. 

TT here are innumerable examples of the like nature to 

; E 3 be 


-y 
o — - 


. Elia. 
Heſter. 
lib. 8. 


cap. IF- 
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bemett with in Hiſtory , which showes the great need 
that Princes have to beput inmind of their mortality , 
therefore it 1s recorded to the immortal praiſe of Philip 

King of Macedon, who by being ſenſible of his morta- 
lity chewed himſelf a much wiſer man than his Son A- 
lexander in defireing to be thought a God , that he or- 
derd one to comeevery morning to his bed, and to call 
out to him three times , Philippe, homo es ,. Philip re- 
member thou art a'man : and the Pſalmiſt prayes to 
God to put the Heathen in mind that they may know 
themſelves to be but men. 

— The conſideration that Princes are mortal as well as 
other men wall afford ſeveral uſeful inferences in rela- 
tion to themſelves and others. 

I. In relation to themſelves , to ſtirre them up to 


conſider whoſe Miniſters they are, and that tho they 


Wiſd. 6: 


6- 
Iſaj. 30: 
33- 


are accountable to their ſubjects for their good or ill 
Government, yet they muſt give an account thereof to 
the great judge of the world. On the one hand they 
have the certaine expeCtation of the judgment of God 


todeterre them from _ any thing contrary to their 


duty ortothe lawesof God; for there is no reſpeCt of 
onswith God , but Kings as well as others muſt ap- 
pear before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to give an ac- 
count of the things which they have don in the body , 
whether they be good , or whether they beevil; and if 
they have don ill, they shall no morebe favour'd than 
the meaneſt ſinner, but the greatneſle of their quality 
will expoſe them to a proportionable degree of punish- 
ment , for mighty offenders, fſaies the wiſe Man, 5hall be 
mightily tormented : and Tophet is ordained of old, ſaies the 
Prophet, yea for the King it is prepared, he hath Agr" it 
ep 
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' deep and large, the pile thereof is fire and much wood, the 
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breath of the Lord like a ſtream of brimſtone shall kindle it. 
And as the conſideration of death and mortality ought 
toſtrikea terrour into evill Princes, fo it affords matter 


of joy and comfort to the good , for when they die they reſt rev. 14: | 
from their labours , and their works follow them. Then will *3 


all their cares , and their troubles , the plots and the 
conſpiracies which have bin carrying on againſt them . 
while they were in the world, be at an end; andthe 
good they have don, as it isof a more univerfſall con- 
cern, thancancome within the ſphere of private Per- 
ſons, ſo it shall be rewarded with a proportionable de- 
gree of Happinefſe. T hey $hall as farre outshine others 
in glory hereafter, as they were placed aboye others 
indignity here: and tho they are taken from a corrupti- 
ble and tranſitory crown, they shall receive an incor- 
ruptible crown in the place thereof, a crown that fadeth 
not away , eternal in the heavens. 

2. The Conſideration that Kings are mortal may be 
of uſe to other perſons of an inferiour quality. I. 'The 


death of Kings ought to put us in mind*of onr own 
mortality , that if God ſpare not thoſe whom he is plea- 
ſed to honour with his own name, & whom he has de- 
clared to be the ſons of the moſt High, & whoenjoy fo 
many great Priviledges & Prerogarives above other 
men, how can wethink he will ſpare ws, who in com- 
parifon of his Vi ents may be faid to be wormes 
andno men? And if weare continually mindful of our 
latterend, then the conſequence will be , we 5hall never 

do amiſſe. | 
II. From the frail & mortal Conditionof Kings we 
may learn not to put our —_ in any thing this world 
3 can 


Pal. 49: 
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can afford. All the a 2 advantages we enjoy or 
can expeCt from them, are but for their lives at the lon- 
geſt, whichare of as short and uncertain a continuance 
as other mens , and therefore the Pſalmiſt exhorts us not 
to put our truſt in Princes or inany child of man, for 
there 1s no help in them : and further, if Kings muſt die, 
and leaveall their Glory behind them what reaſon can 
any man have to be fond or proud of his honours or his 


riches, or of any otherearthly enjoyments and fatisfac-. 


tions, which he holds by no other title than only dureing 
the pleſure of the Donour. For when the greateſt King 
dies, (anddic he muſt and how ſoon no body can tell ) 
he shall carry nothing away with him, his glory shall not deſcend 
afier him , tho whites he lived he bleſſed himſelf, and he was 
well pleas'd to hear himſelf praiſed. He shall go to the generati- 
on of his fathers , & shall never ſce light. Man that is in honour 
and underſtandeth not , is like the beaſts that perish. ; 

3. The conſideration that Kings muſt die as well 
as other men, affords matter of comfort to thoſe who 
live under the Government of Tyrants and Perſecu- 
tours. Tho the plowers plow upon their backs and make long 


furrowes , tho they arenotſufferd to enjoy the benefit of 


the law, or the free exerciſe of their Religion, tho their 


caſe be the ſame with that of the primitive Saints, that. 


they are forced to wander about in Sheep Skins, and goat 
skins , being deſtitute , afflicted, tormented, wandering in 
deſerts , and in mountaines , and in dens and caves of the earth; 
yet this is not like to continue alwayes. God will not 
{uffer their perſecutours to raigne and 'triumph for 
ever, they muſt die and then all their malice and fury 
ceaſes; and then it will be their turn who were perſecu- 
ted for righteouſneſle ſake to rejoyce, and the worl 
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Shall lament ; and then $hall the Righteous be 2/ad when he 
feeth the vengeance , he 5hal wash his feet inthe blood of the 
wngodly and then shal all menſay , verily there is a reward for 
the richtcous , doubileſſe there is a God that judgeth the 
earth. 

III. Iam now come to the laſt part of the words, 
which comprehends the duty of fubjects to their Princes 
in praying forthem , implyed in the laſt verſe, Ariſe 
0 God , judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. 
In the former part of this Plalm to the fourth verſe we 
find the Pſalmiſt cenſureing the faults of wicked Magi- 
ſtrates, and withall teaching them their duty , and 
verſ[.5. he ſeemes to deſpair of working any good upon 
them , and therefore after he had minded them of their 
mortality and that they muſt shortly give aa account of 
their rule and Government to the jult Judge of the 
world, headdrefles himſelf toGod in prayer, that he 
would take the Government into his owa hands, that 
he would reCtify what is amiſſein it, that he would pre- 
{ide over all publick debates and counſels, and that he 
would diſpoſe and turn the hearts of Kings and all that 
are in authority , as itshal ſcem beſt to his godly Wil- 
dom: and the reaſon ofthis prayer is given 1a the latter 
part of the verſe, becauſe toGod properly belong all 
the Kingdomes of theecarth, & that therefore we ought = 
to addreſle our {elves to him , ether to appoint only ſuch 
torule over his people as are afterhis own heart , and 
will ſeek his honour and glory , orthat he would in his 
own good time make them ſuch who are otherwiſe. And 
that this is the duty of all ſubjeQs towards their Gover- 
nours whether they are Heathen or Chrittian, whether 
good or bad, we are taught both by the Prophet ooo 
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the Apoſtle. er. 29: 7. k 3c peopleof Iſrael were 
in Captivity under heathenish Maſters in a forreigne 
country , they are commanded by God , Seek the peace of 
the City whether I have commanded you to be carried away cap- 
tive, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in the place thereof shall 
ye have peace. And 1 Tim. 2: 1. Texhort therefore (ſaies 
the Apoſtle ) that firſt of all ſupplications , prayers , inter= 
ceſſions , and giveing of thanks be made for all men , for Kines 
and for all that are in authority , that we may lead a quiet and 4 
peaceable life in all godlineſſe and honeſty. In the Gemer in- 
ſtance we ſee the Jewesare commanded to pray forthoſe 
that had carried them away captive , and in the latter 
the Chriſtians of thoſe dayes are exhorted to pray for 
tyrants, and perſecutours, for ſuch were they whoat 
that tirhe governed the Roman empire, from whence it 
is eaſy toinferre, what is the duty of Chriſtians ar all 
times and in all places, and under what ever Govern- 
ment they live. If it be their happineſle to live under 
the Government ofa juſt, a wiſe and a merciful Prince , 
then they are under all the obligations in the world of 
gratitude, duty and intereſt to pray for the continuan- 
ce of his raigneover them : bur if falls out otherwiſe and 
God is pleas'd to ſcourge them for their offences by ſet- 
tinga tyrant and a perſecutour to rule over them. Irt is 
ſtillcheir duty to pray for him , that God would turn his 
heart , and turn from them all thoſe evils, and judg- 
mens which they ſmart under, and which their fins ha- 
ve moſt righteouſly deſerved, and that - reſtoreing to 
them thoſe bleſſings of peace and the publick profeſſion 
of Religion which they had formerly abus'd or under- 
valued, he would once more truſt them with anoppor- 


tunity of liveing like his people. | | --3 
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In this whole Pfalme which is chiefly direQted to evil D (is 
Magiſtrates, nor in any other place of Scripture, we ;:: 4. 


hear not one word of reſiſtance 1n caſe the ſupreme Ma- Tibi oli 
eccavi , 


giſtrate did not do his duty. Here is no appeal to the Se- kex 
nate, or totheinferiour Magiſtrate, or to the body of cnim 
the common people for redrefſe of grievances or for the $,-:.. 
reformation of Religion, or to punish the offender. ro. a4 
If the ſupreme Magiſtrate neglects his duty , or acts oy | 
beyond his commitlion , he offends againſt none but +4 & 
God, and isaccountable to no other, let his crimes be 27 f. "5 
never ſo great or never ſo many. (a) _Again#t thee , thee mum 59. 
only have IT ſinned, ſaies the Royal Prophet , when he _ 
had committed two grievous ſins, adultery and murder. cok = 
And it is ſufficient that God whoſe vicegerent he 1s will vir, cum 
call him toan account and punish him, if he does any crops. 
thing amiſſe: with this conſideration David reſtraind cat Dco, 
ſome from killing. Saul , who only wanted his leave to Foes] 
havedonit, (b) As the Lord liveth , the Lord shall ſmite mundi 
him, or his day shall come to die, or he shall deſcend into battle hic au- 


and perish , but the Lord forbid that I should ſtretch forth my fob nullo 
hand againſt the Lords anointed. ae _ 
O10 


The duty of ſubje&ts whether conſfider'd jointly OT Deo a- 


ſeverally is to obey in all _ lawful, and wherein gens » 
they cannot obey without offering violence to their {2 
conſcience, toſuffer. In all cafes they muſt needs be per po- 
ſubje& not only for wrath but conſcience ſake. They _— 
muſt not only ſubmit when it is not in their power to memens 
make reſiſtance (which (c) Bellarmine and ſome others = =—_ 
F 1MPU- Sic Chry- 
7 HH ſoft. am- 
broſ. Ec. (b) 1 Sam, 26:10. (c) Nos Contra dicimus (inquir Bellarm.) eos (id eſt , 
Infideles & Hzreticos Principes) fuiſſe toleratos , propterea quod ad eos dejiciendos vi- 
res Eccleſfiz non ſuppetebant , cum Tertullianus ſcribit , ſuo remupore (id eſt , ſub Eth- 
nicis & perſecutoribus Principibus) fuiſſe Chriſtianos ome bello idoneos, nee 135 wm nu- 
merorum & copiarum defuiſſe. Er addit , numeroſores friſſe Maurss E5 Marcomannys at- 
gue adeo Parthe. Tertull, Apol. cap. 37, Vid. Barcl. Yind. pro Reg. cap. 20. 


5 


Wy of, 
impudently, and traiterouſly affirmto have bin the caſe 


of the primitive Chriſtians) bur becauſe ſubmiſſion is 


a duty of the evangelical Religion, and there isa p ro- 
miſe of an extraordinary great reward to thoſe who are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſſe ſake, and we ought to be 
glad of the opportunity , and to account it an honour 
that we are thought worthy nor only 10 believe on Chriſt, 
but alſo to { er for his name. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, 
ſaies our Saviour , for great is your reward in Heaven. 


All the remedy that is allowed us under the worſt of 
Tyrants is to have our recourſe to God , to make our 
complaint to him, and after the example of our great 


r Per. 2: Maſter to pray for our perſecutours , and to commit owr- 
S 


ſelves to him whojudgeth righteouſly, for he has left us an exam- 
ple that we should fallow his ſteps, who when he was reviled, 
reviled not againe, when he ſufferd he threatend not , but com- 
mitted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. 

If God did not take care of the world, and inſpire the 


- hearts of Kings with wiſdome and other neceſſary qua- 


lifications for their moſt weighty employment , we 
Should be but in a miſerable condition : as the Empe- 
rour Maximilianue'd to ſay of himſelf and Pope Julius 
the ſecond. Dens eterne , nifs vigilares , quam malt = 
mundo, quem regimus nos, ego miſer venator 6 ebrioſus ille ac 
ſeeleratus Fulins. 'O eternal God, if thou didſt not kee 

watch over us, how ill would it be with the world vr 4 
we two governe, I whoam a miſerable hunter, and that 
drunken and profligate wretch Julius ? Let us but be ca- 
reful to diſcharge our duty to God and his anointed, and 
we need not fear but things will be orderd for the beſt. 
It is God who judgeth the earth and who inherits all na- 
tions, and there is nothing comes to paſſe without his 
ordering 
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ordering ,nor is it in any £22, power to hinder what he 
has ordered from coming to paſſe, Let us give thoſe 
leave to govern whom God has ſett over us; as they hall 
think fit, and as God shall direct their hearts; all that 
we have todo, is to ſubmit and to pray to God for them, 
and thereſore I shall conclude with that exellent prayer 
of our Church for the King , inthe communion ſervice, 
and deſire you to joyne with meinit, which is ſet down 
in theſe words: Almighty God , whoſe Kingdom is evers- 
laſting and power infinit, have mercy upon the whole Church 
and ſo rule the heart of thy choſen ſervant James our King 
and Governour , that he knowing whoſe eMiniſter he is , may 
above all things ſeek thy honour and glory : and that we and all 
his ſubjefts ducly conſedering whoſe authority he hath, may 
faithfully ſerve, honour and humbly obey him in thee and 
for thee, according to thy bleſſed word and ordinance , through 
Feſus _ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt 
be aſcribed as is moſt due all praiſe , honour and glory now and 
for ever, AMEN. 
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No defenſative againſt Death. 


A SERMON , preach'd the 22. February 168}. S. V. before 
#1 the Right Worshipful the Fellowship of MExcHanmTs 
ADVENTURERS of ENGLAND, reſideing at 
DorDRECHT, upon occaſion of the Deceaſc 
of ourlate moſt Gracious Soveraign 


CHART E Remy 


of ever bleſſed Memorie. 
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Maſter of Arts of St. Edmunds Hall in Oxford , and Preacher 
to the ſaid Society, 
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| Ecclef. 8: 4. Where the word of a King is there is Power, and who 
| may ſay unto him, What doſt thou ? 
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To the moſt 
ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCESSE 
Her ROYAL HIGHNESSE 


M A R © 


PRINCESSE OF GREAT 
BRITAIN, AND 
ORANGE, 


M AD AM, 
7 Fx He defigne of this Sermon being 


A Fx ro poſleſe the minds of his Maje- 
&=9 BY ſtics ſubjects, with ſuch a juſt and 
= SD avy full ſenſe of the Divine Origi- 


| nal, and Supreme Dignity ofKings as may 


keep them within the bounds of rheir Duty 
and Allegiance to their natural Soveraigne, 
Your RoyYar HIGHNEssE's moſt Glo- 
rious Father now raigning , I have bin en- 
couraged to make it publick: and fince the 
Glorie of God , for which Your RoyrarL 
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H1iGHNESSE hasſogreata Concern , and 
the {ſervice of the Crown, to which You are 
 ſonearly related, and which oughtto be the 
ſtudie as it is the duty of everie true English- 
' man, are the fole ends both of preaching 
and publishing it, I have taken the conhi- 
dence in all humiliry ro preſent it to Your 
Royar HiGcnNEssE not out of any 
opinion of irs worth , bur as a teſtimonie 
of my loyalty and duriful affection ro my 
Prince , and of that profound veneration 
vyhich TI have for thoſe divine Excellencies, 
vvherevvith God hath abundantly enrich'd 
YourRoyar HiGHNEesssE, and vvhich 
exaCtthe utmoſt adoration thar can be paid 
by one mortal to another , and vvyhereby 
You are rais d as much above others of an 
inferiour qualitie in the higheſt exaltation 
_ of evyerie vertue as You excel them in the 
High and Royal Dignity of Your Birth. 
"Tims . MADAM, is he ſenſe of all the 
world that have but ſo much as heard of 
Your 


Your Rorar HIGHNESSE, and Your 
exemplarie Pietie, and conf attendance 
upon the publick worship of God , and 
humble demeanour ar it , the regular and 
uninterrupted courſe of Your private Devo- 
tions, Your ſincere affection to the Church 
of England; Your Princelie Charity and Li- 
beraliry to the afflicted , Your great Humi- 
liry, Courtefie and AMabiliry tovvards all, 
and vyhar ever is admired by the beſt men, 
or can render a Perſon Excellent and illu- 
{trious in rhe eyes of rhe vyorld, and vvhich 
Shine forth every day more and more in 
Your RoYar HIiGHNESSE vvith a grea- 
_ terluſtre; all cheſe shovv that the vvorld is 
not miſtaken in rhe high opinion ir has of 
Your Royvar HIGHNESSE, and that all 
that can be ſaid of Your Vertues and Perfec- 
tions vvil come far short of the truth: and 
thoſe ſtrangers vvho have only heard of 
them by common report, vvhen they come 
to be never fo little acquainted yvith the 


A 3 truth - 
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truth of things , will be as much confoun- 
ded, as the Queen of Sheba was when $she 
came herſelf and heard the wiſdom of Solomon, 
and favv the glory of his Court, there vvill 
beno more ſpirit left in them. 

All theſe divine Graces and Diſpofitions 
of the ſoul together with all other both mo- 
ral and intellectual Accomplishments, whe- . 
ther natural or acquired thatare any vyhere 

to be found among mankind, being unired 
in Your Royar HicHNesst, and joyn'd 
£o the Beauties and Perfections of a Bodie , 
fir for the Reception and Habitation of ſo 
heavenly a Gueſt, vvith a carriage and de- 
portment compounded of Humiliry, Good- 
_ neſſe and Majeſtie, do at once qualiftie Your 
Royal HiGnNEsss for the higheſt 
_= in the Calendar of Saints, and to fill a 
hrone vvithour any danger or diminution 
to the Brightneſſe of Your Innocence. That 
Goodneſle vvhich is ſo natural to all Your 


agult Family, and of vvhich Your R 
_—_— 


HIGHNESSE has ſo great a share forbids me 
to diſpare of Your HiGHNEssE's pardon for 
this great preſumption, or of Your favou- 
rable acceptance of this mean bur fincereſt 
DerSnſtracion of my being, 


MADAM, 


Yur RoyYarl HicHNEessSE's 


moſt humble and devoted Servant , 


A FREZER, 


To 


Een ee eee een — 
== 
_ 


To the right Worshipful , 
the Fellovvship of 


MERCHANTS ADVENTURERS 
of ENGLAND-> 


| Taall the Places of their reſidence , and more 
particularly to that Part of it reſfudeing 
at DORT. 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 

—==) 7c He uſual Apologie which is made 
:; by thoſe a are willing to ap- 

} pear in print , but would not be 
A» thought ſo ; is either the impor- 
== tunity of Friends, or the com- 
mands of Superiours. Nothing of all this 
was the cauſe of publishing this Sermon. I 
was neither importun'd to it by Friends , nor 
commanded by Superiours , nor was I deſi- 
rous to be ſeen in print. But there were 
other more weighty reaſons which moved 
me toit. When I wasſpoakto , preſently af- 
ter it was preached , by a very worthy and 


loyal perſon , to let it be printed, 1 ed 
_ tne 


the motion, as being conſcious of the mean- 
neſle and Sci_ of the drefle, and other 
defe&s which tho they might paſſe well enough 
in the delivery, yet were unfit to come abroad 
in the world. But when 1 conſider'd the - 
many virulent Libels that have bin lately ſcat- 
ter'd abroad, and tranſlated -into ſeveral lan- 
guages , that the poyſon might have more room 
to diffuſe its malignity to the dishonour of God , 
the ſcandal of Chriſtianity , the defamation of 
- the beſt of Kings , to the ſtirring up of re- 
bellion, and to the ſubverſion of all Govern- 
ment, by men whoſe immoralities and offen- 
ces againit God , and whoſe Treaſons againſt 
their Prince are of ſuch a prodigious magnitude 
that they deſpair ever of obtaining pardon , ei- 
ther from the one or the other, and whole cri- 
mes of all ſorts, they are, perſwaded them- 
ſelves are ſo great alreadie , that they cannot be 
ſafe, but by attempting greater ; I thought I could 
not do a more acceptable piece of {ervice, at 
this juncture of time, to God, my Prince, and 
my native Country , than by publishing a diſ- 
courſe, how mcan ſoever , concerning the di- 
vine authority of Kings, the dignity and ſa- 
crednefle of their Perſons, and the uncondi- 
tional obedience due to them from their Sub- 


B jects; 
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jets; which three points (upon which the ſafe» 
ty of all Government depends ) are fo clear. 
ly proved and madelſo _ to every vulgar ca- 
MACitic, that none can have any reaſon to doubr 
of the truth and certainty of what is here aſſer- 
ted ; and which I make no queſtion, but will 
leave ſuch an impreſſion of duty and loyalty 
upon the minds of all unprejudiced perſons , 
and who are not obſtinately refolved to be de- 
ceived to their own deſtruction, as will help 
to conhrm all true Chriſtians and good Sub- 
| jects in the honour and reſpect waich they have 
for their Prince; and to recover it where it 
has bin debauched , or corrupted by impious 
and anarchical Principles and Doctrines of 
men , who by their frequent reſiſting the 
truth and the convictions of their own con- 
ſciences ſeem to be given over by God to {trong 
' deluſions to belicve a lie, and to a reprobate 
mind to do thoſe things that are not conve- 
nicat, being filled with all unrighteouſneſs , 
. and who (it is to be feard) have involved 
themſelves in the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
There is only one thing more which I shall 
ad concerning the Original of Power , which 
is the firſt point that is handled in the en-_ 
{ueing diſcourſe ; that what ever right the 
People 


People have in the choice of their own ruler, 
in an elective Kingdom, it can nevel be pro- 
ved that they came jult] y by it, *or that they * cum 


Valenti- 

can reſume it into their own hands when ever nimms 
nimnm 
they have once parted with it; but it is moſt ago 
cligerc- 


certain they can pr etend to no ſuch right where /5*i© 
the Crown 1s hereditarie and derived by prot, 


long and regular ſucceſhon for many Gene- nia Im 
PET 


rations, and by immemorial preſcription in any cepitlee, 
vocitc- 


one Familie, which 1s the {kate of the English —— 


Monarchie. i 
Upon theſe confiderations I have thought atc- 
' bl; ] hi S d . S; ram file 
t to publish this Sermon , and have C Pre Xt [pers 
Contor- 


your names before it , thereby to teſtitie to ve 
the vvorld your Eminent Loyaltic and Af- igcrer: 


/ 
Fejire 


fection vvhich you have alwaies shovved to 9wdwr, 

Y Inquit , 

your Prince, and to encourage others to fol- 4. 
fart , 


_ lovy your example: and to give ſome demon-77;,,; 
{tration of my gratitude for the particular obli- 
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gations I have ro your Socictic, vvhich that 


tore ” 


it may at length be reſtored (by the favour «mn 


elyeretts, 


and clemencie of our molt Gracious Prince , Ie pts 


(whom God long preſerve) to1its antient flou- 7 legrft i 


rishing condition, and may for ever continue id qd 
pErttns » 


' in the ſame to the Glory of God , the Ho- we 


fans 
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ſir. Ee 
&9s quidem tinquam ſubditos quieſtere decet : me wero utpote Imperatorem , quid agen- 


#1: {it ſpectare, Sozorna. Hiſt, Ecclel. Ib, 6. Cap. 6, 


— 


nour of the King , the Encreaſe of Trade, 


and the Renown of the English Nation, is the 
Prayer of, 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 


Your Worships moſt faithful Servant , 


AUG. FREZE R, 


The 


(1) 
The 
DIVINE ORIGINAL 


and the 
SUPREME DIGNITY 
O F 


K - I "N Conn. 


No defenſative againſt Death. 


PsaLm LXXXII. 6, 7,8. 7have ſaid ye are Gods, 
and all of you children of the moſt High : But ye shall 
ate like men, and fall like one of the Princes. Ariſe 0 
God judge the earth , for thou shalt inherit all Nations 


(GAN 
| F 
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F a ſparrow which is ſold forleſſe than a 
farthing, or (which is of leflſe conſidera- 
2x tion thana ſparrow) if a hair of our heads 


_ SI) falls not to the ground without the direc- 
NGO a2; tion of our heavenly Father , then certain- 
ly thedeath of Kings, who are not only 
the Image of God after a more excellent manner than 
other men, but Gods themſelves , does not happen 
but by an extraordinary appointment , and without 
being attended witha train of unufual conſequences 1n 
relation to the peace and welfare not only of their own 


Subjeas, but of all the Nations that are round about 


them. | 
. B 3. | To 


ee ts oe en 
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To pull downand toexalt, to plant and to root up 
Kingdomes, or to remove the Crown from one Head 
to another. as 1t 1s a Prerogative which God has aſſu- 
med to himſelf, ſo he never puts 1t in execution , but 
he gives ſome manifeſt tokens of his Kindneſle or his 
Diſpleaſure againit a People. And therefore when ever 
ſuch changes come to paſſe, the minds of men are fill'd, 
(as 1t were by a Divine and ſupernatural inſtinct) with * 
different apprehenſions of fear or hope , of joy or ſor- 
row for theevent, in proportion to the Benefits they | 
have enjoyed, or the Evils they have ſuffer d undcr the 
former Government, and which they are like to ex- 
pect under that which ſucceeds. 'F here was never any 
Prince ſo wicked or cruel but the miſeries that have en- 
ſued upon his Death or Removal , either for the want 
of an heir , or by the excluſion of him to whom the 
Right of ſucceſſion did belong , have given the Subjets 
abundant reaſon to lament his loſſe. But the death of a 
Juſt, a Wiſe, and a Mercitul Prince isa Loſle that is 
not to be valued, and can never be ſufficiently reſented, 
and ought to be lookt upon as an Argument that God is 
not very well pleaſed with that People who are more 
1immedaiatly concernd init. The conſideration whereof 
ought to humble them under the mighty hand of God 
for thoſe ſins which may have occaſion'd it, to ſee if by 
any means they may prevent the evils which they have 
reaſon to apprehend may be the effects of it. 

This ſeemes to be the caſe at preſent of that Nation to 
which we belong. It has pleaſed God to deprive us 
of a King whoſe eminent Endowments gave him a juſt 
right toall thoſe titles which are uſually given either of 


courſe or out of compliment to other Princes. He 
might 
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God would deſtroy, and takeaway their King for their 


Z 

might betruly ſtiled, as £ was indeed, the Father of 
his Country, and the Nurſing Father of the Church 
amongſt us, and (which was his Antient and peculiar 
title) the Defender of the true Faith , and the 
Protector of all thoſe that were perſecuted for it. 
Whoſe Clemency , Juſtice. Wiſdom, and all other 
Vertues and Qualifications neceſſary ina Prince, were 
ſufficient to have procured him the love and veneration 
of the moſt ſavage and barbarous Nations, and which 
were juſtly admired by all thoſe Forreigners that ever 
had the Happineſſe to converſe with him , and who 
underſtood how to ſetta right value upon thoſe Divine 
PerfeCtions that shined molt conſpicuouſly in him, and 
which were not to be parallel'd by any other Prince in 
the whole world, ſo that it might truly be ſaid in rela- 
tion to him, what Hiram King of Tyre ſaid of Solo- 2 cir. 
mon, becauſe the Lord loved his People, he made him * ** 
King over them : and then the natural conſequence 

that can be drawn from the loſle of ſuch a Prince will 

be this, that becauſe God was angry with his people, 
therefore he hath taken him away from them: which is 
threatend by God, and isalwates verified either in the 
violent or immature death of all Princes in general , and 
much more in the death of a good Prince: for fo Sa- 1 Sm. 
muel tells the People of Iſrael, that if they did wicked- '* *** 
ly they should not only be deſtroyed themſelves, but 


ſakes. And the Breath of our noſtrils , ſaid the Prophet Z-m. 4: 
Jeremie, the Anointed of the Lord, is taken in their nets , _ 
or, as the Septuagint render it , 7 taken away for our ſins. 

So that it 1s plain: God is many times provoakt to de- 


prive a Nation of a good King for the wickedneſle of 
, his 


his People , who do not deſerve any longer to en- 
joy the Benefits of his happy Government. And 
whether we have not deſerved ſuch a deprivation 
will not be hard to judge, if we reflect upon the time 
paſt, and conſider how unthankfully we have abuſed 
our proſperity and all thoſe bleſſings which the Nation 
has enjoyed ever ſince the happy Reſtoration of our late 
Soveraign of bleſſed memorie: and above all how his 
greateſt and moſt unwearied Endevours to preſerve the 
juſt Rights and Liberties of his Subjects, and to main- 
taine the Religion by Law eſtablish'd have bin aſpers'd 
with groundleſſe jealouſies and ſuſpicions of Popery 
and arbitrary Government. And would it not be juſt 
with God to deprive us with our King of all thoſe bleſ- 
ſings, and of that Government which have bin ſo shame- 
fully abuſed and traduced by us. Certainly if things 
fall out otherwiſe, 1t 1s more than we deſcrve or can ex- 
pect, eſpecially when we conſider the endeyours that 
have bin us'd to exclude the lawful Heir, our preſent 
Soveraign, from that Right to the Succeſſion which 
Godand Nature had given him; whois now ſeated in 
the Throne in ſpite of his and the Kingdom's enemues 
and who has it in his power (if his approved and his in- 
ſuperable Goodneſſe and Generolity would give him 
leave) to reſent and revenge the Wrongs that havebin 
don him. | 
All theſe conſiderations may be ſufficient tolet us ſee 
what reaſon vve have to be affected vvith a deep ſenſe of 
our ineſtimable loſſe, and of our ingratitude and other 
{ins vvhich may have occaſion'd it, and likevviſe of 
2 $47.1: our Duty for the time tocome. When Saul vvas ſlain 


32-38 yyhovyyas none of the beſt Princes, David and the men 
that 


that were with him mourned and wept and faſted until 
even, and he compoſeda Lamentation over Saul, and 
commanded that the children of Iſrael should be taught 


it under the title of the Bow. And when King Jotiah 2 


was ſlain, who was a good Prince, it 1sfaid , AU Fu- 
aah and Feruſalem moarned for Joſiah : and the Prophet Fe- 
remie lamented for him, and all the ſinging men and ſinging 
women ſpake of Joſiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
made them an Ordinance for ever. whit 
Tears and ſorrow and lamentation are a tribute ts,the 
law of Nature, and the Cultome of all Nations ſeem 
to exact for the death of our Friends, and Relations, 
and Benefactours, and then much more for the death 
of Kings , cfpecially of good Kings, whoare our ci- 
vil Parents, and to whole protection under God , we 
ow our lives, liberiucs, and our well-beeing : and 1t 
can hardly be ſuppoſed that they can haveany true af- 
tection for his preſent Majeſty , who are unconcernd 
for the Death of our late Soveraigne, and who do' not 
give ſome demonſtrations of their grief by the uſual and 
ſolemne expreſſions of it. | 
We cannot better expreſle the ſenſe we have of our 
ingratitude for the bleſlings we enjoyed under the Go- 
vernment of the late King , than by showing ourſelves 
more thankful and more dutyful in our carriage to- 
wards this; which that we may be the better enabled to 
do, 1s the principal deſigne of the words that I have 
made choice of upon this occaſion , which repreſent to 
us the high dignity, and yet mortal condition of Kings, 
and the duty of Subje&ts towards them , 7 have ſaid ye 
are Gods, and all of you children of the moſt High: but ye 
Shall die like men , and fall like one of the Princes. CA- 


riſe 
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(6) 
riſe 0 God ,, judge the earth, for thou shalt inherit all Ng-. 


HORS. 

In the words may be obſerved three general parts. 

I. Here is the character given to Kings by the Holy 
Ghoſt, 1have ſaid ye are Gods. 

II. Hereis the frailty of their condition, that they 
are no more exempted from the lawes of death and mor- 
tality then other men. | | ; 

I1I. Hereis the duty of Subjects to their Princes in 
praying for them, implied inthe Jaſt verſe, Ariſe 5 
God , judze the earth , for thou shalt inherit all Nations. 

I. The firſt thing obſervable in the words , 1s the cha- 
racer given to Kings and other ſupreme Powers by the 
Holy Ghoſt which is thatof Gods; which implies or 


denotes three things. 1. The Original. 2. The high 


Dignity and Sacredneſſe of their Office. And 3. the Be- 
nefits of their Government. 

1. Kings are call'd Gods in reſpeCt of the Original 
of their Power , which is from God. "This appears both 
from the expreſle teſtimony of Scripture, and theac. 
count which 1s there given of the original of all Govern- 
ment, that it was immediately from God and Nature, 
and that for the forme, it was Monarchical. 

I. Ir is plaine from the expreſle teſtimony of Scrip. 
ture both of the Old and New Teſtament , that the 
Power of Kings is originally from God: ' By me Kings 
raizne, ſaids God himſelf by the mouth of the wiſeſt 
King , and Princes decree juſtice, Prov. 8:15. And the 
Apoſtle Sr. Paul ſpeaking of the higher Powers, and 
theſe Powers in thoſe dayes were Kings or ſingle Per- 
lons, faids, There u no Power but of God, and the Powers 
that are, are ordained of God , and to reſiſt the Power us to re- 


Sf 


BE |. 
ſift the ordinance of God, Rom. 13: 1. Indeed the Apoſtle 
St. Peter ſeemes to contradict this, when he calls the = 7 2: 
Power of Magiſtrates a humane ordinance , Submitt your 


ſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake; but this «To ove 


is to be underſtood only in reſpect of che Subject OY 


wherein this Power is lodg'd, which is man, becaule jq9 qi- 


It is exerciſed by man , bur not in reſpect of the original] cit hu- 
Manas, 


or the fountain of it , which is God only : and this will 1, jr 
further appear. jucis hu- 


II. From the account which the Scripture gives of 3» 


the original and firſt form of all Government which mines 
was that of Kings, and thar it was from God. In the bv: 


autho- 


# 


very beginning of the world, as ſoon as there were men rc, {ed | 


init, there was a power exerciſed by Fathers over their —_ 
children, and an obedience and ſubjection due from pars ab 
children towards their Parents, and this power which | 


OMm1int- 
: ; b & 
Parents naturally had over their children extended to roy 4s: / 


 lifeanddeath; and was the fame which the Magiſtrate nes excr- 


| 6 - wh a cctur. 
now exerciſeth over his Subjects , as appears by that G5 wines 


law given to the Sons of Noah, Gereſ. 9: 6. Whoſo shed- hominis 
deth mans blood by man shall his blood be shed : which ſynec- —_— 
dochically includes all the other parts of the regal Po- i 
wer according to that of the Apoſtle, where he ſaids caftigat 
thar the Magiſtrate beareth nor the ſword in vaine. 'T his h— 
power which was firſt contind to ſingle families, and 4: & 
to the fathers of each family came by degrees after- jj 
wards to be enlarged over many families; and at laſt ql col- 
over Cities and whole Nations, either by the right of 775m 


. . . tat. Bo- 
Primogeniture and inheritance, or as the head of each 4 «; 


family pleaſd ro diſpoſe of his Dominions to one or Emiſt. ad 


D. M0or- 


more of his children, or for want of children to others, 1:wn. 
or by the immediate appointment of God: and in pro- | 
C 2 ccile 


